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Objectives
In the United States, breast cancer is the second leading cause of cancer death among women. The American Cancer Society (ACS) estimates that in 2018, there will be 330,080 new breast cancer cases with a projected death count of 40,920. 1 Among African American women, breast cancer is the most commonly diagnosed type of cancer. Despite substantial developments in breast cancer prevention and early detection, black women still bear an uneven burden of breast cancer mortality. 2 Attempts to improve breast cancer screening have focused on routine mammography for early detection and timely referral. Routine screening detects breast cancer at a timely and treatable stage resulting in lower breast cancer mortality rates. It is therefore a key factor in reducing mortality, 3 hence the need to understand factors that influence mammography use in this population.
• To assess factors that influence mammography screening among African American women with a focus on social and cultural influences using Andersen's behavioral model (ABM); and • To assess the methodological quality score (MQS) of the studies.
• Exclusion criteria:
• literature reviews, commentaries or non-research studies • Methodological Quality: To assess the quality of studies used, each study was rated on conceptual and methodological characteristics. The criteria comprised of assessments on theoretical framework, study design, sample size and characteristics, measuring instruments, data analysis, as well as reporting reliability and validity. Better methodological quality is reflected in a higher MQS. The highest possible MQS was 20.
Discussion

Limitations
• Causation cannot be assumed • One study was not exclusively African American
• Some eligible studies might have been unintentionally missed or omitted
Conclusions
Financial and cultural issues were important hindrances to breast cancer screening in African American women. Our findings highlight the importance of affordable health care for preventive health services as well as the relevance of culturally embedded issues to health. Breast cancer screening interventions in this population should attend to barriers identified in this review.
Study Characteristics
• 24 studies met eligibility Most of the identified factors are modifiable. Some factors were twodimensional, being identified as both facilitators of and barriers to mammography. The most frequently identified factors were health insurance, beliefs, and fear and fatalism. Use of multifaceted, culturally tailored interventions, as well as social or religious cues may be warranted for this population. 
Factors associated with BC screening
No factors were identified = 0 points Uncontrolled analysis (factors were not tested for statistical significance) = 1 point Controlled analysis (factors were tested for statistical significance) = 2 points 
